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THE OVARIAN CANCER 

AWARENESS RESOLUTION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of this important bipartisan resolution 
that will help to raise awareness of the warn-
ing signs for ovarian cancer. This is an impor-
tant vote that, put simply, will save lives of 
women across the country. 

While we have made considerable progress 
in recent years in the war against cancer, 
thanks to the hard work of biomedical re-
searchers at NIH and elsewhere, ovarian can-
cer has been a stubborn enemy. It remains 
the fifth most common cancer among women, 
and one I myself suffered from 25 years ago. 
It causes more deaths than any other female 
reproductive cancer. More than 15,000 of our 
friends and family are expected to perish from 
it this year. 

Perhaps the saddest thing about these grim 
numbers is that some of these deaths are 
readily preventable. We know that women who 
catch their ovarian cancer at an earlier stage 
are over three times more likely to survive the 
disease than those who do not. Sadly, over 
60% of the women diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer between 1999 and 2006 fell into this 
latter category. 

That’s why it is so important that we pass 
this resolution, and continue to help raise 
awareness about ovarian cancer. Of course, 
there are other steps we should also take. We 
need to re-fund Johanna’s Law this year, 
which, despite strong bipartisan support, was 
zeroed out in the 2011 budget. And we need 
to continue to support the congressional-di-
rected medical research program for ovarian 
cancer research at the Department of De-
fense, which was cut by 20% in the House’s 
2012 Defense Appropriations Bill. 

But today, we can do our part by standing 
up against ovarian cancer, and passing this 
resolution. Cancer is indiscriminate. It does 
not care about your age, your family, your sex, 
your race, your religion, or your political party. 
It reminds us that we are all human and vul-
nerable. And that we must all come together— 
man and woman, young and old, Democrat 
and Republican—to fight it on every front. 

I urge my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion, and to help put an end to deaths from 
ovarian cancer. 

f 

CONCERNS REGARDING ‘‘EX-
TRAVAGANT AND WASTEFUL’’ 
SPENDING AT THE DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE 

HON. FRANK R. WOLF 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I submit a letter 
that I sent to Attorney General Holder on the 
report by the Office of Inspector General on 
the ‘‘extravagant and wasteful’’ spending on 
conference planning and refreshments. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, 
Washington, DC, September 20, 2011. 

Hon. ERIC H. HOLDER, Jr., 
Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice, 

Washington, DC. 
DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL HOLDER: I was 

deeply concerned to read the Audit of De-
partment of Justice Conference Planning and 
Food and Beverage Costs, which was released 
today by the Office of the Inspector General. 
This report details the Acting Inspector Gen-
eral’s finding that DOJ spent more than $120 
million on 1,832 conferences over two years, 
including ‘‘extravagant and wasteful’’ spend-
ing on food and beverages. 

In one egregious example that occurred 
during your tenure as Attorney General, the 
Department spent $16 on each of 250 muffins 
served at an Executive Office for Immigra-
tion Review conference. In another case, the 
audit found that neither the Office of Justice 
Programs nor the Office on Violence Against 
Women required event planners to track and 
report salary and benefit costs on contracts 
totaling more than half a million dollars. 

As Chairman of the House Appropriations 
subcommittee that funds the Justice Depart-
ment, I am troubled about the financial mis-
management that has taken place at the De-
partment during the same period in which 
this country has weathered a severe reces-
sion and a tenuous economic recovery. It is 
clear that while American taxpayers were 
tightening their belts and making difficult 
financial decisions, the Department was 
splurging on wasteful snacks and drinks as 
well as unnecessary event planning ‘‘consult-
ants.’’ 

Over the last year, the House Appropria-
tions Committee has had to make difficult 
choices about deep spending reductions to re-
flect the austere budget environment. Appro-
priations for the Department were reduced 
by 2.8% overall in fiscal year 2011, and are re-
duced by another 3.4% in the House-reported 
bill for fiscal year 2012, a total reduction of 
more than $1.7 billion over two years. 

Clearly there is still more work to be done 
to address wasteful spending at the Depart-
ment. I expect you and other Department of-
ficials to immediately address the OIG’s rec-
ommendations, and renew efforts to root out 
and eliminate wasteful spending practices 
such as those detailed in this report. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK R. WOLF, 

Chairman, House Sub-
committee on Com-
merce, Justice, 
Science and Related 
Agencies. 
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REINTRODUCTION OF THE RE-
STORING PROTECTION TO VIC-
TIMS OF PERSECUTION ACT 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, I rise with my col-
league, Mr. MORAN of Virginia, to reintroduce 
the Restoring Protection to Victims of Perse-
cution Act, a bill that would end the practice of 
barring asylum claims by those who have 
been in our country for more than a year. 

In 1996, this one-year bar to asylum was 
enacted as a way to prevent fraudulent claim-
ants from being granted asylum. Sixteen years 
later, there is no evidence to show that dead-
lines of this nature are effective in preventing 
fraud. Rather, the implementation of this law 

has resulted in the return of refugees to coun-
tries where they face persecution because of 
their gender, religion, nationality, or political in-
volvement. 

Although the law includes exceptions to ex-
cuse those who are determined to have valid 
reasons for applying for asylum after one year, 
adjudicators routinely deny applicants who 
meet these exceptions. People who are at-
tempting to care for their children, hide from 
their abusers, cope with past trauma, and deal 
with the challenges of surviving in a new 
country are repeatedly and arbitrarily denied 
asylum status because of missing the one- 
year deadline. 

Once denied, an applicant has only two 
other possibilities for safety: to petition for 
withholding of removal or to seek protection 
under the Convention Against Torture. Both 
these forms of relief demand an applicant sur-
mount a much higher standard of proof than 
asylum and do not allow reunification with 
family members or provide them permanency. 

Everyone in Congress can agree that our 
immigration system is overwhelmed with a 
massive backlog of cases and in desperate 
need of reform. The one-year deadline only 
adds to this amassment of immigration cases 
and leads to government waste. More impor-
tantly, this law is hurting the very people we 
ought to be helping. This is a human rights 
issue that must be addressed as quickly as 
possible, and I implore my colleagues to sup-
port this desperately needed legislation. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF MADISON AREA 
TECHNICAL COLLEGE 

HON. TAMMY BALDWIN 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011 

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of the 100th anniversary of Madi-
son Area Technical College and to honor the 
education and enrichment this institution 
brings to the people of Wisconsin. 

Madison College was founded in 1912 and 
quickly gained the reputation of a prestigious 
technical and community college. The tech-
nical school offers associate degrees, profes-
sional certificates, and specialized vocational 
training that reaches far beyond the walls of 
its main campus in Madison. The ability to re-
ceive specific training in 140 pertinent and 
growing career fields from a technical college 
is essential to the success of our community, 
especially in the tough economic times we find 
ourselves in today. 

Madison College’s vision is to transform 
lives, one at a time. This vision holds true 
from the Madison campuses all the way to 
each of the regional campuses in Fort Atkin-
son, Portage, Reedsburg, and Watertown. The 
skills students gain while attending the institu-
tion provide them with the tools to be success-
ful in their future endeavors. The class size of 
only 20 students allows students and dedi-
cated instructors to form a close bond, en-
hancing the educational experience. 

The mission of the institution is to provide 
‘‘accessible, high-quality learning experiences 
that serve the community.’’ Madison College’s 
affordable tuition, financial aid, and scholar-
ship opportunities ensure students from all 
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